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The center section of this newsletter contains the remaining pages
of Tom Gieryn's sociology of science course outline. The first eight
pages of the outline appeared in the Summer, 1989 SKAT Newsletter. The
center insert also includes Susan Leigh Star's reading list for her Cal-
Irvine course on the social analysis of computing. We thank these
scholars for their willingness to share these materials with the section
membership.

Announcements

The section will be electing three Council members this year (one
graduate student and two others). Please send nominations to Peter
Whalley, Department of Sociology, Loyola University, Chicago, IL 60626
(312-508-3453) by April 1.

Course Syllabi - Tom Gieryn is still collecting course syllabi for
the section's plan to publish a syllabi set through the ASA Teaching
Services Program. Send materials to Tom Gieryn, Department of
Sociology, Indiana University, Bloomington, Indiana 47405.

Frederick Frankena, Managing Editor of Politics and the Life
Sciences, has invited SKAT members to submit manuscripts to the journal.
He notes that the journal is especially interested in publishing work on
biotechnology, biomedicine, or environmental quality. Works that
emphasize policy and law are welcome. Frankena may be reached at
Politics and the Life Sciences, Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL
60115-2854,

Call for Papers: The fifteenth annual meeting of the Society for
Social Studies of Science will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
October 18-21. The Program Committee welcomes proposals for papers in
all areas of the social studies of science and technology. Send three
copies of proposals (up to 900 words) to J. Scott Long or Thomas F.
Gieryn, Department of Sociology, 744 Ballantine Hall, Indiana
University, Bloomington, IN 47405. Accepted proposals may be included
in roundtable discussions, poster sessions of regular sessions. If you
would like to organize a session, send three copies of a proposal
specifying the topic, participants and paper titles; participants in
these sessions should send three copies of their paper proposal.

Deadlines for receipt of all proposals is April 1, 1990. Letters

of acceptance will be sent by June 5.

ANNOUNCING A CONFERENCE! "Technological Choices: American and European
Experiences" Indiana University (Bloomington), April 12-14, 1990.
Keynote Speaker is Bruno Latour. Kickoff Address by Dorothy Nelkin.
Banquet with a talk by Thomas P. Hughes. Special session on post-
constructivism in technology studies with: Wiebe Bijker, Ronald Giere,
Timothy Lenoir. Other presentations by: Adele Clarke, Richard Hirsh,
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David Hounshell, Sheila Jasanoff, Thomas Misa, Trevor Pinch, Ulrich Wengenroth, Steve
Woolgar, Susan Wright and others. Sponsored by the Society for Social Studies of
Science (4S) and, at Indiana University, the Program on West European Studies and the
Program on Scientific Dimensions of Society. Registration fee $25. For information
and registration materials: Thomas F. Gieryn, Department of Sociology, Ballantine Hall
744, Indiana University, Bloomington, IN 47405. BITNET: gieryn@iubacs.

SKAT section member Raymond Eve (University of Texas at Arlington) has organized
STS activities at the annual meeting of the Southwest Social Science Association to be
held in Fort Worth on March 28-31. Activities include the following:

ANTHROPOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES ON CREATIONISM
Chair: Jeffery E. Hanson, University of Texas at Arlington

1. "Past Imperfect Scientific Creationists and the Archeological Record," Francis
Harrold, University of Texas at Arlington.

2. "Creation Science and Creation Myths: An Ethnological Perspective," Jeffery
Hanson, University of Texas at Arlington and Jerry Hanson.

3. "Anthropological Perspectives on Teaching Evolution in Hostile Environments,"

Eugenie C. Scott, National Center for Science Education.
Discussant: Raymond A. Eve, University of Texas at Arlington

CREATIONISM AND CONTEMPORARY CULTURE
Chair: Douglas Eckberg, Winthrop College

1. "Creationism as a Moral Critique: A Comparison Between the 1920s and 1980s,"
Lester H. Harrison, North Carolina State University.

2. "Hegemony and Internal Divergency on Modern Creationist Thought," Christopher P.
Toumey, North Carolina State University.

3. "Creationism as Cultural Expression, Status Defense and Sacred Canopy: Nominal

Belief and Policy Orientation," Douglas L. Eckberg, Winthrop College.

SUPERCOLLISION: HIGH TECH WORKFORCE REQUIREMENTS AND THE FAILURE OF
CONTEMPORARY SCIENCE EDUCATION
Organizer and Chair: Raymond A. Eve, University of Texas at Arlington
Participants: John D. Miller, Director, Public Opinion Laboratory,
Northern Illinois University
Jerald Skoog, Chairman, Department of Education,
Texas Tech University
Eugenie C. Scott, Executive Director, National Center
for Science Education

SCIENCE, KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY I
Chair: Phillip K. Armour, University of Texas at Dallas

1. "Poetic Representations of Science," Gretchen Sween, University of Texas at Dallas.
2. "An Aromatic Idea of Nature," Brian Moore, University of Texas at Dallas.

3. "Coming of New Age in Texas," David T. Bailey, Sam Houston State University.

4. "Animal Rights and Human Rights: Pro-Life Social Movements in Conflict with Modern

Science," Phillip K. Armour, University of Texas at Dallas.
Discussant: Frederick Turner, University of Texas at Dallas

-
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SCIENCE, KNOWLEDGE AND TECHNOLOGY 11
Chair: Raymond A. Eve, University of Texas at Arlington

1. "Towards an Evolutionary Epistemology," Alex Argyros, University of Texas at
Dallas.

2. "Economy, Success, Farmers, and Ideology Among Midwestern Farmers," Jerry Hanson.

3. "Social Issues Forecasting and Assessment: The Superconducting Supercollider,"
Elizabeth Gill, University of Texas at Austin.

4. "Knowledge as Paradigm or Process," John Pester, University of Texas at Dallas.

Discussant: Frederick Turner, University of Texas at Dallas.

Chair's Report:
Science, Knowledge and Technology at the ‘89 Meetings and Thereafter

Henry Etzkowitz

Your Council began its meeting with an expression of pleased surprise that it
represented just short of four hundred sociologists of Science, Knowledge and
Technology. A brief discussion ensued over how a modest recruitment gain could pass
over the 400 threshold, securing additional sessions for the section. At this seven
a.m. breakfast on section day, several issues were discussed and proposals were settled
upon for consideration at the business meeting to be held later in the morning after
the round table sessions.

These included: establishing a second graduate student membership in Council;
specification of the form that section awards will take; recruiting additional
person(s) to work on the Section's curriculum and syllabus project; and raising dues.

It was also recommended that the 1990 program chair organize a dissertation
discussion group as part of the round table session that takes place during the first
hour of the time period officially allotted to a business meeting. This would provide
a forum for graduate students, encourage the formation of a broader network and
hopefully lead to a full session in coming years.

The following actions were taken at the 1989 business meeting:

Council proposed and the business meeting affirmed adding a second graduate student
position to Council. The initial position has assured graduate student participation
in Council and this decision will strengthen that representation and hopefully lead to
greater student involvement in other section activities as well.

Council proposed and the business meeting affirmed holding a referendum of the
membership on a proposal to raise section dues to $2 above the current minimum level,
virtually all of which goes to ASA to support publication of our newsletter.
Additional funds could support an expanded newsletter. Other possibilities include
funding the awards program, the syllabus project and section day social events. A
possible negative affect could be a reduction in membership. In any event, graduate
student dues were excluded from the proposal and will remain at the minimum allowable
level.

According to ASA rules revised at our section's suggestion, awards can be initiated
after a section has existed for three years instead of having to wait five years.
Council proposed and the meeting affirmed the principle that awards should be given for
the best work in the field during the previous year. There shall be 2 awards, one for
a graduate student or for work done as a graduate student and a second award for work
done by scholars after their graduate education. Thus, awards will be made for an
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outstanding recent contribution as opposed to a "lifetime" award recognizing an entire
career although the section could offer such recognition through special awards rather (
than as a regular practice. An article, book, dissertation or other form of product
would constitute the basis of a nomination for an award and Council will serve as the
awards committee until the section designates a special committee for this purpose.

The section's syllabus and curriculum project invites additional participation.
Interested persons should contact Tom Gieryn at Indiana University.

I am pleased to report that our two regular and one special session were lively and
well attended. The regular sessions took the form of 15 minute paper presentations,
talked from transparencies rather than read from texts. This format also allowed time
for two discussants with contrasting viewpoints as well as a general discussion.

This year's special session on policy issues focused on women in science and
engineering and included brief presentations of their research by several section
members and a discussion of the NSF Sociology Program's special research initiative on
women in science. The special session was organized by taking advantage of ASA's offer
to provide time slots and rooms for special interest groups and scheduled for the
evening preceding section day.

An informal reception was held after the last session, with refreshments funded by
a levy on Council members. If anyone has a publisher that would be interested in
funding a similar event next year please get in touch. To allow participation by
members with time conflicts at 7 a.m. Council will meet next year for dinner on the
evening preceding section day, either before or after the special session.

We can share a common pride that our section has gotten off to a good start with
two full section days in as many years, one organized prior to and the other following
the official existence of the section. Our special appreciation goes to Jim Petersen
and Mary Frank Fox for their work on the Newsletter, to Tom Gieryn for the curriculum
project, to Judy Perolle for organizing nominations and most of all to Susan Cozzens,
not only for her hard work in organizing the section but for her foresight in seeing a
full fledged ASA section where others saw only a fledgling and ill staffed
subdiscipline.

The rapid growth of our section is part of a sea change in sociology toward a
greater emphasis on attention to specific institutional areas of society rather-than on
general methodological and theoretical issues, although the latter approaches will
surely not be submerged. Indeed, we expect innovations in analyses of institutional
areas to be transferred from one to the other and generalized throughout the discipline
such as from gender to science and vice versa. There is also increasing public
recognition that science, knowledge and technology are moving ever closer to becoming
core institutional areas of society, as the economy and polity become increasingly
dependent upon them even as the converse is, of course, also true. Moreover, we can
expect this trend to continue and even accelerate given the decline of the military in
coming years, in both East and West, despite occasional perturbations. We live in
times when common forms of change cross cut different economic and political systems
and that, in the late twentieth as in the late nineteenth century, is when sociology
becomes especially alive and relevant.



